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We are very pleased to introduce the first edition of

academic newsletter on China’s Sustainable Overseas
Agricultural Cooperation(CSOAC). China’s overseas agricultural
cooperation (COAC) has stepped into a new era with increasing
stakeholders, modalities and scales of practice. COAC has also
become a concern in discussions on issues such as poverty
reduction, growth, food security, aid, soft power, foreign
relations, climate change and the global competitiveness of
China’s enterprises. The seven papers presented in this edition
show that at this early stage, research methods and disciplinary
perspectives on COAC are diverse, with more focus shifting

towards the micro-level of empirical data.
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Would you like to keep yourself posted
about the research updates on China’s
overseas agricultural cooperation? Please join
us. We are initiating the first informal
intellectual network specifically on China’s
agricultural overseas investment, aid and
trade by releasing a monthly newsletter on
published abstracts and the latest news. This
aims to facilitate communication and
cooperation, improve understandings of
these topics among young Chinese scholars,
and contribute to sustainable Chinese
agricultural cooperation overseas.
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1. Kevin Z. Chen, Claire Hsu, Shenggen Fan,(2014),'Steadying the ladder: China's agricultural and rural
development engagement in Africa’, China Agricultural Economic Review, Vol. 6 Iss: 1, pp.2 - 20
Link: http://www.emeraldinsight.com/journals.htm?articleid=17104617 &show=htmI&ini=CNKI

Abstract

Having conducted a comparative review of China and Africa's distinct development paths and current policy
contexts, the authors discuss China's development lessons for Africa South of the Sahara and policy
recommendations for China-Africa engagement related to agricultural and rural development, openness and
liberalization, evidence-based policymaking, pro-poor policies, institutions and capacity, rising inequality, and
environmental degradation.

2. Tshetlo, P. T. ,(2014), ¢ An analysis of the implementation of the South Africa-China bilateral
agreement: a case study of the South African Agricultural Technology Demonstration Centre’
Link:http://umkn-dsp01.unisa.ac.za/handle/10500/13305

Abstract:

This research was based on the implementation analysis of the South Africa-China bilateral agreements,
specifically the case of the South African Agricultural Technology Demonstration Centre (SAATDC). This
research tracked the implementation of the SAATDC bilateral agreement to examine whether this bilateral
agreement was effectively implemented or not. There is a need to translate political commitment into a practical
programme for successful implementation.

3. Xiaoyun, L., Lixia, T., Xiuli, X., Gubo, Q., & Haimin, W.,(2013), ¢ What can Africa Learn from China's
Experience in Agricultural Development? ’. IDS Bulletin, 44(4), 31-41.
Link:http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-5436.12040/abstract

Abstract

Recently there has been a growing interest in China's rapid economic growth, particularly concerning the role of
agriculture and its impact on poverty reduction. While China and Africa have developed their agricultural sectors
under different historical conditions, this article proposes that China's poverty reduction and smallholder-based
agricultural policies can provide a useful model for African countries to develop their own strategies in agrarian
change.

4. Deborah Brautigam & Haisen zhang,(2013), ‘Green Dreams: Myth and Reality in China’s Agricultural
Investment in Africa’, Third World Quarterly, 34:9, 1676-1696
Link: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2013.843846

Abstract:

What role does China play in the recent rush for land acquisition in Africa? Conventional wisdom suggests a
large role for the Chinese government and its firms. Our research suggests the opposite. Land acquisitions by
Chinese companies have so far been quite limited, and focused on production for African consumption. We trace
the evolution of strategy and incentives for Chinese agricultural engagement in Africa, and examine more closely
several of the more well known cases, sorting out the myths and the realities.
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6. Jean-Jacques Gabas and Xiaoyang Tang, ‘ Chinese agricultural cooperation in sub-Saharan
Africa:Challenging preconceptions(Policy Brief)’
Link:http://www.cirad.fr/len/news/all-news-items/articles/2014/ca-vient-de-sortir/perspective-no.-26-chinese-
agricultural-cooperation-in-sub-saharan-africa

Abstract:

A major provider of agricultural aid in sub-Saharan Africa and grabber of millions of hectares of farmland...
China's presence in sub-Saharan Africa is surrounded by preconceptions. However, according to two
economists, Jean-Jacques Gabas from CIRAD and Xiaoyang Tang from Tsinghua University in Beijing, these
ideas should be qualified, if not rectified. This latest issue of Perspective presents their analysis of Chinese
agricultural cooperation in sub-Saharan Africa.

7. The inaugural conference:China’s Agricultural Investment in Africa:‘'Land Grabs’ or ‘Friendship
Farms’?
Link: www.sais-cari.org

Abstract:
Professor Deborah Brautigam, Director of the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS) China Africa Research Initiative (CARI) hosted the inaugural public conference: China’s Agricultural
Investment in Africa: ‘Land Grabs’ or ‘Friendship Farms’? on May 16, 2014 and private (invitation only)
researchers workshop on May 17, 2014, in Washington, DC at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced
International Studies, Rome Auditorium, 1619 Massachusetts Ave, NW.
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